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The Dual Transition, Equalizing Reforms and Promotion of

Socio-economic Status of Rural Migrants
Zhang Zhanxin
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences )

Abstract: Under the background of limited progress of hukou reform, is it possible to enhance the
socio-economic status of rural migrants by means of equalizing reforms in employment and related
social insurance? Scholars emphasizing the dominance of the hukou system tend to deny the effects of
other reforms. However, reforms in employment and related social insurance with the property of
weakening hukou’s importance and redefining institutional rules may promote equalization between
labor groups. Based on this point, this paper systematically studies equalizing reforms. It firstly
presents an image of “ dual-transition” toward market economy and social policy to describe the
economic and social reforms since the late 1990s, then examines marketization of labor employment
and inclusive reforms of social insurance, and finds that rural migrants have obtained equalization in
employment and related social insurance. This paper augues that equal legal rights will be facilitative
to de facto equality, and in particular predicts that the gap of social insurance participation between
rural migrants and urban local laborers will be narrowing.
Keywords: rural migrants, marketization of labor employment, inclusive reform of social insurance,
equalizing reforms
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