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Old-age Insurance for Rural Migrant Workers in China.

Historical Path and Prospects
Lin Bao

(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; Large-scale population flowing is one of the deepest social changes in China in the past 30
years and has also deeply impacted on the dual social security structure. In the end of 20th century,
old-age insurance for rural migrant workers ( RMWs) was introduced in some cities. The system
development shows a “bottom-up” and “form divided to integration” course. At local government
level, there are several different models, while at the state level it’s closely related to the
development of urban basic old-age insurance, and gradually join in the insurance. Now in order to
promote the RMWSs to participate in the urban basic old-age insurance, it needs further reform and
special arrangement in the insurance such as introduction of subsidies for RMWs and multi-level
contribution connected with payment etc. In the future, it’s inevitable that the income from social
security of RMWs will be lower than that of urban workers, so the old-age security of RMWs should
depend on multi-source fund.
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