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Access to Transportation Infrastructure and
Labor Migration in Poor Villages: Evidence from

Rural Households in Poor Villages
Wang Sangui & Wang Cailing
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin University of China)

Abstract; Since 1998, the Chinese government has been carrying out a large-scale transportation
infrastructure construction. This paper looks at the impact of transportation infrastructure on rural
labor migration through a micro perspective. Using rural household data of poor villages in 2009,
2011 and 2013, this paper explores the relationship between access to transportation infrastructure
and rural labor migration. According to the empirical results, access to rural roads has a significant
impact on rural labor migration in poor villages. Furthermore, we find that access to transportation
infrastructure has a greater impact on households of poor villages in western regions as well as
households of poor villages having worse access to roads and better communication conditions. So we
should narrow the gap between transportation infrastructure among poor villages so as to promote the
reallocation of rural labor force.

Keywords; transportation infrastructure, rural labor migration, access to roads,labor migration
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