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Behavioral Selectivity and Influencing Factors of

Children’s Migration with Rural Migrant Workers
Ke Mi
(Institute of Rural Development, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: According to China Urban Labor Market Survey data conducted by the Institute of
Population and Labor Economics at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences respectively in 2001 and
2010 at Shanghai, Wuhan, Shenyang, Fuzhou and Xi’an, this paper analyzes the factors affecting
children’s migration following with their parents to cities, using dprobit regression analysis. The
results show that, in terms of personal characteristics of children, with their age increasing, the
possibility of their migration decreases. At the same time, the migration possibility of school-age
children, especially children from 12 to 15 years old, is obviously lower than pre-school age
children. It shows that if there is a grandfather (or grandmother) at hometown, the possibility of
children’s migration reduces. In addition, years of rural migrant workers living in the cities also
significantly affects the possibility of children’s migration. The longer migrant workers live in cities,
the higher the possibility of children’s migration is.

Keywords; rural migrant workers, children’s migration, influencing factors
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