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Uncovering the Gender Mystery: An Empirical Analysis

of “Missing Girls” in Shaanxi
Shi Yaojiang' & John Kennedy’
( Center for Experimental Economics in Education, Shaanxi Normal University' ;
Department of Political Science, University of Kansas®)

Abstract; According to the fifth national census, in the year of 2000, the sex ratio at birth (SRB)
between male and female was 117; 100 in China and 123 100 in Shaanxi province. The SRB in
both Shaanxi province and across the country is significantly higher than the global average SRB,
which is about 103 107. This phenomenon has drawn much attention from both the Chinese and
foreign academy as well as the media: where are those “ missing girls”? Demographers have
provided three explanations: sex selective abortion, infanticide and none or delayed
registration. The demographic statistics from Shaanxi on the county and village level support the third
explanation. Unregistered female children contribute to clarify the ambiguity of gender
imbalance. These girls are at a status of vacuum in terms of management, and are victims of
traditional bad customs. If the phenomenon of “unregistered girls” has a significant impact on the
distorted gender proportions, then the next step to build a harmonious society is to recognize the
existence of these girls and young women and endow them with legal status.

Keywords: “missing girls”, registration of “missing girls”, sex ratio at birth, family planning,
policy implementation
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