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Family Endowment, Structural Constraints and
Labor Supply of Married Women ;

Evidence from Chinese General Social Survey of 2010
Cheng Qiu, Zheng Yifang & Xu Jiaxian
(College of Public Administration, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University )

Abstract ; Based on Chinese General Social Survey of 2010, this article investigates the influence of
family endowment and structural constraints on the labor supply of married women. This paper finds
that family endowment has a positive impact on women’s participation into the labor force, although
domestic care tasks may limit their working time. In terms of structural constraints, since care tasks
usually increase with family size, women’s labor supply and working time are limited as their family
burden grows. The regression result also shows that the number of school-age children and the elderly
may positively impact women’s participation into the labor force and their working time. In addition,
accommodation also has an obvious impact on women’s labor supply. In particular, the stem family
has a positive impact on women’s participation into employment. It means that women generally
attach great importance on family life and experience conflicts between domestic care and
employment.
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