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The Living Conditions and Subjective Well-being
of Migrant Workers in Chinese Cities:
An Empirical Study Based on Dynamic Monitoring

Data of the Floating Population
Zhu Zhongkun' & Leng Chenxin®
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin University of China';
College of Economics and Management, China Agricultural University”)

Abstract; This paper uses the dynamic monitoring data of the floating population of the year of 2012
to investigate the influence of accommodation pattern and housing type on the subjective well-being of
rural migrant workers. This study finds that compared with temporary residence, both scattered and
concentrated residence have an obvious positive impact on the feeling of happiness of migrant
workers , particularly for those who live in scattered places. Furthermore, the feeling of happiness of
migrant workers who live in self-building and purchased accommodation is the strongest, while the
subjective well-being of those living in informal places is the lowest. After adding other control
variables and considering regional heterogeneity, the conclusion is still consistent. Considering the
potential endogeneity bias in empirical studies, this paper constructs a counterfactual framework by
combining the propensity score matching method, and carries out a series of robustness tests by
replacing explanatory variables and adjusting models and samples. The conclusion is still consistent
with the above finding. The sample estimation result also shows that the subjective well-being of
those with large migration span and long flow time is more subjective to living conditions. At the
same time, the subjective well-being of the new generation of migrants is more sensitive to living
conditions. In addition, the impact of accommodation on individuals’ subjective well-being varies
across regions. The subjective well-being of those who live in central China, Beijing and Shanghai is
more likely to be influenced by their living conditions.

Keywords: living pattern, housing type, subjective well-being, counterfactual framework
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