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The Reestimation of China’s Rural-to-Urban Migration
and the Scale of Migration Population :

An Analysis Based on a Whole Village Survey
Xiang Jing' & Zhong Funing’
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences' ;
College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Agricultural University”)

Abstract: Migration and mobility of rural population affects China’s economic and social
development profoundly. This paper calculates the migration rate and mobility rate of rural population
by age and gender group with event history analysis, and re-estimates the size of rural residents
population, rural registered population and rural migration population from 1991 to 2010 with cohort
component projection. The results show that firstly, event history analysis is an appropriate method to
simulate the migration and mobility process of rural population by using the whole village survey data.
Secondly, the proportion of rural residents aged 65 and above is 4. 1 percentage points higher than the
national average in 2015 according to the cohort component projection. Thirdly, not only the ratio of
rural residents population is high, the number of migration labor force aged 50 and above also shows an
upward trend, and the average age of migration population is obviously growing. Finally, although the
number of left-behind children is declining, the ratio of preschool children who are left-behind
increases by 2. 58 percentage points, rising from 43. 3 percent in 2010 to 45. 88 percent in 2015.
Keywords: migration, mobility, event history analysis
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