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China’s Hukou System: Current Situation,

Reform Obstacles and Countermeasures
Sun Wenkai' ?
(National Academy of Development and Strategy, Renmin University of China';
School of Economics, Renmin University of China®)

Abstract. Hukou system is the most important population management system in China. Starting from
the 21" Century, the gap and differences in hukou system across different regions have increased
significantly. There are multiple driving forces and reform obstacles behind a series of reform and
changes. This paper summarizes the hukou reform process in recent years, and estimates the
openness of hukou system in various regions, and then analyzes the differentiated hukou system
theory and reasons. We found that it is difficult to reform the hukou system in regions with high fiscal
expenditure and income. The characteristics of local officials can also explain why there are different
hukou policies in different areas. Based on these findings, we propose suggestions for future reform.
Keywords: hukou system, quantitative analysis, reform
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