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The Contribution of Agricultural Labor Transfer to Economic

Growth: Based on a Web Search Big Data Perspective
Zhang Tao' & Liu Kuanbin®’
(Institute of Quantitative & Technical Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences' ;
University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences’ ;
Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences’)

Abstract; Under the structure of China’s “dual economy” , the speed of economic growth is related
to both the unemployment rate fluctuation and the rate of agricultural labor transfer. This paper
examines the relationship between China’s economic growth with unemployment rate and agricultural
labor transfer using a generalized Okun’s Law model, and it further estimates the contribution of
agricultural labor transfer to China’s economic growth in 2013 —2018. Through statistical estimation,
the following results are found. Firstly, the transfer speed of China’s agricultural labor to non-
agricultural industries is gradually slowing down. Secondly, the transfer of agricultural labor to non-
agricultural industries still plays a positive role in promoting China’s economic growth. Finally, the
contribution of China’s agricultural labor transfer to economic growth is gradually decreasing. The
main reason for the decrease is the slowdown in the transfer of agricultural labor. In order to maintain
or promote China’s economic growth, based on the findings above, the paper puts forward policy
recommendations to promote the transfer of agricultural labor and to continue the rapid development
of China’s economy.

Keywords; agricultural labor, transfer, economic growth, contribution, big data
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