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The Effect of Parental Returning on Academic Performance of
Left-behind Children. Evidence from 130

Schools in Rural Northwest China
Wang Yan', Bai Yu', Liu Chengfang® & Shi Yaojiang'
( Center for Experimental Economics in Education, Shaanxi Normal University' ;
School of Advanced Agricultural Sciences, Peking University”)
Abstract; Over 20 million migrant labor returned to their home communities in rural China in 2012.
While a large body of literature has examined the impact of parental out-migration on left-behind
children (LBCs), research on the impact of parental returning on LBCs is relatively short. This
paper examines changes in LBCs’ academic performance before and after their parents return from
migration, based on a panel data collected by the authors from more than 12, 200 students at 130
rural primary schools in rural Northwest China. Using difference-in-difference and propensity score
matching approaches, our results show that on average there is little positive effect of parental
returning on the academic performance of LBCs. However, for LBCs whose families are poor,
parents’ returning from migration has a significantly negative impact on academic performance.
Keywords: parental migration, return migration, left-behind children, academic performance
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