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The Trend of Intergenerational Occupational Mobility

in China and the Role of Offspring Education
Chu Cuicui & Sun Xu

(School of Statistics, Dongbei University of Finance and Economics)
Abstract; Based on the data of CGSS (2003 - 2015), this paper investigates the trend of
intergenerational occupational mobility in China in recent years and explores the impact of education on
the trend using the method of proportional reduction of error and other models. The empirical results show
that the intergenerational mobility of occupations in China has been developing in waves in the past 40
years, with the highest intergenerational mobility in the 1970s, the lowest mobility in the 1980s, and in
the 1990s between the two. Education has always been an important engine of intergenerational
occupational mobility, and it reduces the influence of paternal characteristics on children’s occupation,
improving the intergenerational mobility and promoting social equity.
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