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Impact and Influence Mechanism of Intergenerational Care on

the Labor Supply of Middle-aged and Elderly People
Sun Yuhuan, Wang Ruyu & Dong Ying

(School of Statistics, Dongbei University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract; With the largest number of elderly people, China’s future development is bound to be
accompanied by its aging population. It is of great significance to develop and utilize human
resources of the middle-aged and elderly people. Using survey data from four waves of CHARLS in
2011, 2013, 2015 and 2018, this paper explores the impact of intergenerational care on the labor
supply of middle-aged and older adults and its underlying mechanisms. Based on role tension and
intergenerational exchange theories, the paper puts a focus on labor participation and working hours.
It is found that intergenerational care has significantly reduced labor supply of the middle-aged and
elderly people; and obtaining old-age support is the internal mechanism through which
intergenerational care affects the labor participation. At present, to promote the secondary activation
of the demographic dividend, increasing the supply of social childcare services, improving the rural
pension security system, strengthening the actuarial relationship between labor supply and
endowment security, and stimulating the labor participation vitality of the middle-aged and the
elderly to the greatest extent, are of great importance.

Keywords: intergenerational care, middle-aged and elderly labor supply, old-age support,
internal mechanism
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