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B, (HREURIHEZ, S, SEWRRIRES 245, X0 i T IR AR i K
P Y i i EEA A TR AT o B, AR OR AR AR T T AT S A KT B RE A F ik
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The Employment Activation Explanation for the Declining of
Dibao Caseloads: Empirical Evidence from the Entry of

Food Delivery Platforms
Liu Luchan
(School of Sociology and Population Studies, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications )
Abstract: This article uses the entry of food delivery platforms as an exogenous shock to simulate a
quasi-natural experiment, explaining why the Dibao caseloads have shrunk from the perspective of
employment activation. This paper uses provincial panel data to estimate the effect of the entry of food

delivery platforms on reducing the Dibao caseloads by constructing a multi-period difference-in-

- 111 -



EMAFHR 2024 FE 12555 57

differences (DID) model. The analysis finds that the number of Dibao caseloads in each province
significantly decreased following the entry of food delivery platforms, and this effect persisted for
approximately five years. This conclusion is robust to fluctuations in the Dibao standard, the intensity
of local government transfer payments to disadvantaged groups, and the implementation of social
insurance projects. The estimated effect is amplified by increases in newly registered unemployed
persons , urban population concentration, and the proportion of the working-age population. Mechanism
analysis shows that the entry of food delivery platforms improves the employment environment and
increases labor income, thereby boosting the labor participation rate and economic status of Dibao
recipients. Dibao recipients can rebuild their livelihoods by earning labor income, gradually reducing
their dependence on minimum living security funds, and eventually exiting the low-income assistance
system.
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