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The Impact of Health Education of Migrants on the Participation

of Left-behind Children in Basic Public Health Services
Wei Xiahai''’ , Wang Jiannan® & Lin Tao*
(School of Economics and Finance, Huaqiao University' ;
Institute of Economic Development and Reform, Huagiao University” ;
School of Public Economics and Administration, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics’ ;
Finance and Economics College, Jimei University®)
Abstract; The participation of left-behind children in basic public health services is linked to a
country’s accumulation of health human capital. Using data from the China Migrants Dynamic Survey
in 2018, this study reveals that the health education received by migrant parents significantly and
positively influences left-behind children’s engagement in basic public health services, and this result
remains robust after addressing potential endogenous issues. Further analysis suggests that health
education fosters left-behind children’s adoption of basic pulic health services, mainly through education
on occupational disease prevention, infectious disease prevention, reproductive health and maternal and
child health, chronic disease prevention, and self-rescue in public emergencies. Heterogeneity analysis
shows that the positive impact of parental health education is more pronounced for older children but
remains unaffected by gender. Additionally, for parents with lower income levels, lower education, and a
wider range of mobility, the promotional effect of health education is more evident. This paper
demonstrates the positive effect of health education on the participation of left-behind children in basic
public health services and offers policy implications for the health development of children.
Keywords: migrants, health education, left-behind children, basic public health services
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