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Promoting Social Mobility through Market, Policy and Family
Cai Fang
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; Market opportunity, social policy, and family parenting mutually constitute the necessary
conditions and basic pillars of social mobility. This paper discusses how China can prevent its social
mobility from weakening in the face of slowing economic growth. Based on the close and intrinsic
relationship between income inequality and social mobility, and its manifestation in China’s current
stage of development, the paper discusses the sources and potentials of sustaining social mobility.
First, there is potential for resource reallocation and, therefore, social mobility to be promoted by
market opportunities. Second, as the Chinese style of modernization requires upward social mobility
for everybody in the society, public policies should play a more significant role in addressing the new
challenges. Thirdly, the family is irreplaceable in helping children overcome obstacles to mobility.
The paper concludes with policy suggestions.
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