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Public Data Openness and Employment Opportunities .

Evidence from 68 Million Online Job Postings
Wei Qingfang', Wei Xiahai’, Liu Yuan' & Yu Lingzheng’
(School of Finance, Guangdong University of Finance & Economics';
School of Economics and Finance, Huaqiao University”)

Abstract: Orderly opening of public data and harnessing digital dividends are key measures to
promote the development of the labor market. This article uses 68 million online job postings
nationwide to develop an online recruitment demand index. It uses local governments’ launch of
public data platforms as a quasi-natural experiment to examine their impact on local employment
opportunities. The study finds that opening public data increases local online recruitment demand
significantly, with a more pronounced effect in regions with larger volumes of open data. The
mechanism is that public data openness can invigorate entrepreneurship, promote the integration of
digital and traditional economies, and foster population agglomeration, thereby creating employment
opportunities. Moreover, the effects of public data openness fully demonstrate inclusivity and
equality,, as companies are more willing to offer positions to groups with lower education, no work
experience, and lower income. Additionally, public data openness primarily boosts job demand in
the service sector, digital industry, and labor- and capital-intensive industries. In cities with less
traditional factor mobility, lower levels of marketization, and greater information accessibility, the
job creation effect of public data openness is more pronounced. This study contributes to a deeper
understanding of the relationship between public data openness and labor market development,
providing valuable policy insights for leveraging data elements to create employment opportunities.
Keywords; data factors, public data openness, employment opportunities, online job posting
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