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REAHE (0.0341) (0.0213) (0.0252) (0.0137) (0.0090)
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Diversified and High-quality Employment for Rural Residents

Following Changes in Information Channels
Zhang Shihu & Gu Haiying
(‘Antai College of Economics & Management, Shanghai Jiao Tong University )

Abstract: With the advent of the information era, this paper uses the micro data from the China
Family Panel Studies ( CFPS) to evaluate the impact of the Internet as a new information channel on
promoting diversified and high-quality employment for rural residents. The paper finds that compared
with traditional information channels such as newspapers and periodicals, the use of the Internet can
significantly increase the probability of non-agricultural employment for rural residents. In addition,
from the perspective of employment quality, this paper also finds that there is a significantly positive
relationship between Internet use and rural residents’ employment income and satisfaction after
controlling for the type of employment. Mechanism analysis reveals that the popularity of the Internet
effectively reverses the risk aversion that exists among rural residents and generates an endogenous
awareness of the need for change, leading to endogenously driven diversification of employment. This
endogenous employment choice has also resulted in higher quality employment. Therefore, in order
to promote diversified and high-quality employment for rural residents, it is necessary to promote the
wider use of information technologies in rural areas in the course of implementing the rural
revitalization strategy.
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